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Message from Dr Povey 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

Welcome to the March issue of the Hendon News. It is wonderful to see the enormous range of activities 
and trips that our students are involved in. They are always ready to take on responsibility and to share 
their passions and are truly a credit to Hendon School. You will be pleased to know that our work on the 
front of the school is almost complete and we are looking forward to the formal opening early next term.  
With best wishes for the Spring Break,  
 

Dr Povey, Headteacher 
 

Sixth Form Student Leadership Team 
 

Following a two-week recruitment process, a new Sixth Form Student Leadership Team has been formed.  
 

The selection process was rigorous, with a submitted application form; a presentation in front of Year 13 
students in form rooms; student and teacher Q&A and vote; and formal interviews with the HS6 Leaders, 
members of SLT and the Headteacher, Dr Povey.  
 

As a result, a group of ten high-calibre, enthusiastic and passionate individuals was appointed, with one Head 
Boy, one Head Girl, one Deputy Head Boy, one Deputy Head Girl, and six Prefects.  
 

The team will be in post until February 2023, when a new team will be appointed. During their tenure, the 
Sixth Form Student Leaders will play a vital role in the organisation of assemblies, various charity events, 
mentoring and providing support to younger students in Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4, as well as representing 
the school at evening events such as Prospective Parents’ Evenings.  
 

Ms Wachowska - Deputy Head of Sixth Form   

H E N D O N  N E W S  
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Harry Potter Book Night 
 

The first week of February saw students 
celebrate the 8th Harry Potter Book 
Night in our school library. For this year, 
the theme was Magical Journeys and we 
could not have been more excited. In a 
magically decorated library, our 
students immersed themselves into the 
world of Harry Potter; making their own 
Harry Potter bookmarks and 
enthusiastically discussing their 
favourite books, chapters, and 
characters in the form of book reviews, 
which were then displayed around the library. 
 

On Thursday, February 3rd (Harry Potter Book Night), invited students were given the opportunity to join 
us at lunchtime to participate in a big quiz event. After entering the library through Platform 9¾, 
students were sorted into their Hogwarts houses by the library’s very own decorated sorting hat/box. 24 
students participated in the quiz, and their knowledge and passion for all things Harry Potter was clear, 
even staying behind after the quiz had finished to discuss their love for the books and movies.  
 

Mrs Indran - Librarian 
 

Barnet Dance Festival 
 

On Thursday 10th March Hendon School 
attended the Barnet Dance Festival. It 
was an amazing experience. A special 
thanks goes to Anne Fisher and her 
team for arranging this annual event.  
 

Hendon’s Dance department performed 
two pieces, one including students of 
all ages, entitled ‘Rhythm Nation’. Our 
6th form students performed their jazz 
exam piece. Our students were highly 
commended for the sophisticated 
standard of work and their 
professionalism. Well done to all 
students involved and thank you for 
your continued hard work and 
dedication. It was great to have so 
many students involved and we are 
looking forward to our next 
performances coming up in the summer 
term.  Please also give a shout out to Mr 
Jennings and Mr Marsh for dropping us off to arts depot. Thank you so much to the parents that have 
supported our students and for all of your kind words.  
 

Ms Choolun – Head of Dance 
 

 

Diary Dates 
 

❖ Thursday 31st March Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

❖ Friday 1st April Last day of Spring Term/Non-uniform day (Students finish at 12.10 pm) 

❖ Monday 4th – Monday 18th April Easter Holiday 

❖ Tuesday 19th April First Day of Summer Term 

❖ Tuesday 19th April Inset Day (School closed to students) 

❖ Friday 22nd April Stephen Lawrence Day 

❖ Thursday 28th April Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

❖ Monday 2nd May Bank Holiday 

❖ Wednesday 4th May Year 10 Information Evening 
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Royal Albert Hall Trip 
 

On Wednesday 2nd March 30 Hendon School 
students accompanied by Miss Zou, Mr 
Chappel and Miss Goodman, went to the 
Royal Albert Hall for a concert called the 
‘Best of Broadway’ performed by the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra. 
 

Our students just loved it! GCSE musicians 
told Miss Zou they were thinking about the 
elements of music ‘Melody, Articulation, 
Dynamics, Time/Tempo, Structure, Harmony, 
Instruments/Rhythm and Texture’ which they 
learned from GCSE music lessons when they 
watched the show and they had found it 
really interesting to be able to apply their 
learning and see it in action in such a great 
concert.  
 
 

Here are some of the comments from students: 
 

❖ 'I loved the experience because I had never been to a trip so good before: the singers were really 
well accompanied by the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and I just loved it so much’- Anna 10.1 

❖ 'Spectacular lighting, impressive vocals, virtuosic performers, great energy!’ - Milan 11.5 
❖ 'I enjoyed it very much’ - Ashley 10.5 
❖ 'I liked the trip because the orchestra was great accompanying the singers; they played in unison 

accurately.’ - Scarlet 10.8 
❖ 'I really liked it as it was something I had never watched before in a venue so big!  I would like to 

go to another trip’ - Lucas 10.8 
❖ ‘I think yesterday was nice and pleasing; I enjoyed it!’ - Daniel 10.8 
❖ 'I was amazed at how an orchestra could play so well and beautifully improvise around the 

Broadway classics. It was a fantastic experience which I thoroughly enjoyed and would love to see 
it again!’ - Zenda 11.3 

❖ 'The show was INSANE! Especially Marisha Wallace, when she sang ‘And, am telling you’ from 
‘Dreamgirls’---- Incredible! The Royal Albert Hall was very impressive too! Thank you to the 
teachers who organised it. I am looking forward to the  next trip.’ -  Scott 11.4 

❖ 'It was a privilege to be on the trip, the musicians were very impressive. Overall it was amazing.’ 
- Jadesola 11.1 

 

Miss Zou – Head of Music 
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Year 11 GCSE Photography Trip 
 

On 24th February the Year 11 
GCSE Photography class went 
on a trip to Central London to 
respond to different street 
photographers that the group 
had researched as part of their 
London Eyes project. It was 
amazing to see how inspired 
they were by the colours, 
shapes, reflections and people 
they encountered in all the 
different locations. 
 

The weather was just right with 
sunshine breaking through and 
providing perfect crisp winter 
lighting. We walked down 
Oxford Street, across Soho and Chinatown.  Students returned to the classroom with an expansive 
repertoire of high-quality photographs which they will be able to use as part of their coursework.  
 

We were really proud of their engagement and team spirit. A big Thank you also to Mr Keller for 
accompanying us.  
 

Miss Schmid (Head of Photography)       Photos credit: Andrei 11.1 

 

UKMT Maths Challenge 
 

Following a successful UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge competition, 7 students were invited to 
participate in the follow up round on the 17th March 2022. Two students were invited to the Grey 
Kangaroo round while the rest completed the Pink Kangaroo round. The students enjoyed the experience 
of tackling more challenging maths problems and eagerly await their results. 
 

Fun Fact: The follow-up rounds to the UKMT Maths Challenge competition is called Kangaroo in 
acknowledgment of Australia’s contribution towards establishing large scale maths competitions in the 
past. 
 

Well done to all our mathematicians and good luck with the results. 
 

Grey Kangaroo Round – Joshua Phillips and Yuri De Brito 
Pink Kangaroo Round – Ethan Udayar, Mark Truman, Aron Gashi, Jezrin Jacob, Nivinson Surendran 
 

Mr Roman – Head of Maths 
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Montell Douglas Visits Hendon School 
 

On Tuesday 8th March Montell ‘Monty’ Douglas joined and led female students from Hendon School in 
years 7, 8, and 9 in group circuits and discussions. Douglas is a former sprinter and ex-British record 
holder for the women's 100 metres. In 2017 she took up bobsleigh and became part of Great Britain 
women's two-woman bobsleigh team. 

 
 

Douglas works for Sports for Champions (CIC), a non-profit organisation 
that collaborates with pro athletes and Team GB Olympians, who work 
with youths across the nation to inspire and educate the next generation 
of athletes.  
 

Participants said Douglas was ‘down to earth’ and ‘easy to talk to’, as she 
led fitness circuits and engaged with the children every step of the way 
which in turn helped keep everybody positive and engaged. During the 
talk, the Olympian discussed her upbringing in a sporty family and how 
she developed her love for all things track, until her High Jump days came 
to an end with a bulged disc in her back at age 14. She went on to share 
what it was like growing up in a world where she saw very little 
representation of people of colour in sports, which pushed her to achieve 
her goals even more.  
 

In 2008, the day before Douglas was set to 
graduate from Brunel university, she set a new 
record as the fastest British woman ever. She 
described it as a surreal experience and recalls 
being ‘swamped by the press’ at her 
graduation. Douglas’ achievement of 
graduating university led and inspired other 
family members of her to follow in her 
footsteps and also attend higher education. 
 
Montell Douglas is an inspiration, and her 
perseverance against the many challenges and 
setbacks she has faced show her resilience and 
passion for sports. She will always be welcome 
at Hendon School. Her visit was a once in a 
lifetime experience for all the participants! 

 

Written by Chidi - 10.2    Photo credit: Daniel 13.4 
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Step into Dance Battle 
 

On the Saturday 5th February Hendon School took 
part in the annual Step into Dance Battle. The 
event is hosted by the Royal Academy of Dance - 
Jack Petchy foundation programme and took 
place at Jackson’s Lane Arts Centre. 
 
Ciaran 10.5 came 3rd in the ‘7 to Smoke’ event. 
In the final event Hendon came 2nd in the 
breaking crew battles. Sam 7.1 made his debut 
as the crew captain and did a great job!!  Our 
crew demonstrated a high-level of skill and 
fundamentals breaking as well as unique 
individuality and professionalism throughout the 
competition.  

 
The event is inclusive and celebrates all genres of hip 
hop. Breaking is one of the hardest dance disciplines 
as it requires relentless training, focus and 
perseverance.  
 
The students had an amazing time and got to know 
people from other schools and colleges and a variety 
of professionals from the industry. Thank you to 
friends and families for coming to support the crew. 
 
Congratulations to the following students for their 
hard work and dedication; Radj 7.4, Nabil 8.2, Kris 
10.5, Sam 7.1, Matei 9.1, Mihai 7.4, Nikola 7.1, Peter 
7.1, Ciaran 10.5 

 
Ms Choolun – Head of Dance  
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Twisted Tales Writing Competition 
 

During the cold winter months, our wonderful students participated in a new, exciting writing competition: 
Twisted Tales. This is the second prose competition created by Young Writers, the national writing 
competition company that run a variety of contests throughout the academic year for primary and secondary 
schools, in which our students enthusiastically took part. The first mailing of this competition took place prior 
to the Spring term and of our entrants, fifteen students have already amazed the Young Writers editors! 
These students were awarded a certificate, a bookmark and an offer of their 100 word mini-saga to be 
published a book!  
 

More good news: there is still time! The competition has been relaunched with a deadline of April 1st 2022, 
allowing more of our superstar students to have their shot at literary fame. Entrants have two ways to take 
part. They can give their 100 word mini saga to Ms Ashton in E6 on an A4 piece of paper, writing their full 
name and age on the top of it by Monday 28th March. Alternatively, they can make use of the online portal 
linked on frog to submit their entries directly to Young Writers. 
 

Please direct any questions to Ms Ashton in E6.  In the meantime, please congratulate: 
 

Abdul Rahim Abdul Alaa Fraoui Ali Saleh Amani Fraoui Nada Moussa 

Ayesha Ahmed Haris Ajeti Khaled Hlwangi Mohammed Shwea Nicholas Neaca 

Izn Kazmi Jadesola Odukoya Lea Jastrzebska Mouadh Hachemi Sharifa Abdurahim 
 

Ms Ashton 
 

Training the teachers of Bell Lane 
 

This year the Science department have been working closely with Bell Lane Primary School to help their 
teachers deliver high quality science lessons to their students. We have been providing them with resources 
and ideas to help them make their lessons more engaging. In addition, we are running two after school 
sessions for their teachers and a physics masterclass on Light for their Year 6 students. 
 

 Here are some photos showing how the project is going: 

 

We will publish more updates in the next issue of Hendon News! 
 

Ms Haria – Head of Science 
 

Attendance 
 

We are committed to ensuring that all our students have excellent attendance.  It is crucial that your child 
attends school every day and should aim for 100% attendance.  Our GCSE results show that students were 
more than twice as likely to under-achieve if their attendance fell below the expected standard.  If your child 
is not able to attend school for any reason we ask that you report this between 8.00 - 9.00 am. Please call 020 
8202 9004 (select option 1). If your call is not answered, please leave a message, with your child’s name and 
form class. 
 

Please, wherever possible, make any medical or dental appointments after school hours or during school 
breaks. If a medical appointment has to be taken during the school day, we would ask that these are made 
after 12pm so that students are able to attend school for the majority of the day. We will always ask for 
written proof of such appointments and you are asked to provide this before the appointment takes place.  
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Science Week 2022 
 

On 11th March to 18th March Hendon School celebrated British Science Week’s theme of “Growth”. We ran 
an extensive programme of activities at break, lunch and after school and were amazed at the 
enthusiasm shown by students in all year groups. 
 

Our Year 8 lessons during Science Week were focussed around the challenge of coping with a growing 
population. The students designed and built models of eco farms. Their challenge was to make sure their 
farm was sustainable and profitable. Year 7 had the challenge of growing crystals and investigating the 
conditions which could make the optimum crystals. Finally, year 9 had the challenge of making artificial 
blood and an artificial heart. We loved how focussed the students were, please find a snapshot of some 
of their work below: 

 

Our extra-curricular activities were also well attended and once again we were impressed by the 
problem solving and practical skills our students demonstrated. We made rockets, built earthquake proof 
towers, made terrariums, grew crystal gardens, attempted some explosions and (the crowd favourite) 
hatched duck eggs. The photos below only provide a tiny glimpse at what our students were involved 
with and we were so excited with the buzz around the Science Department. The 5 ducks we had (Bunsen, 
Beaker, Goggles, Joules and Kevin) are potentially some of the most petted and photographed ever!  

 

 

Ms Haria – Head of Science 
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PE News 
 

Barnet Primary Netball Festival 
 
On Wednesday 16th March Hendon School hosted 105 excited year 5 and 6 students from 12 local primary 
schools to take part in the annual netball festival. The event was run by Barnet Partnership for School 
Sport and umpired by 9 of our fantastic sports leaders from years 7, 8 and 9. The leaders were praised 
for their professionalism and encouragement they showed towards the younger students.  As a result of 
their success they have been selected to support further primary events in April.  

 
KS3 Trip to watch live football: Charlton Athletic Vs Gillingham 
 
On Tuesday 15th March 14 KS3 students were selected to attend the 
Charlton game at The Valley. The students got to experience live 
football and watch Charlton beat their rivals Gillingham 1-0 at home.  
 
KS4&5 Trip to watch live football: England Vs Ivory Coast 
 
On Tuesday 29th March 40 GCSE and Sports Science students joined the 
PE team to watch England take on Ivory Coast at Wembley as they 
prepare for the 2022 World Cup.  
 

Senior Netball 
 

On Tuesday 15th March the Senior girls, along with 
4 of our very talented Year 10 players, went to 
play East Barnet in the League play-offs. 
 
It was a nail biting 4 quarters from start to finish, 
with Hendon dominating the score line for the first 
3 quarters. East Barnet came into the lead for the 
first time in the 4th quarter, moving ahead to 12-9, 
and with the 
attack not quite 
securing the ball 
into the circle we 
felt it slipping 
away. However, 
the defence were 
solid and the 
attack got it 

together in the last 5 minutes. With us scoring 5 very quick goals, and 
our defence not conceding another goal, the final score was 14-12.  
 

The girls work ethic was outstanding as was their attitude on court 
towards their team mates and the other players. Well done ladies, you 

have  made Hendon School very proud 😊 
 

Ms Downing – Head of PE 
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