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Year 9 - Young City Poets:
Competition Results Announced!

A HUGE congratulations to
every student who submitted
a poem for the Young City
Poets competition!
Our team was extremely
impressed with the level of
writing and creativity in
every piece. Every participant
worked very hard and put a
lot of effort into the whole
preparation process - which
made our job of selecting
winners incredibly difficult...

We’re pleased to announce the
following results: 

📘 5 published poets.
🎙️ 3 performers at Saint
Paul’s cathedral live event.
👏 4 audience members.

To mark this achievement, we
held a celebration event in the
Library to announce the exciting
results with some well-deserved
snacks!
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Year 9 - Young City Poets:
What’s Next?

Saint Paul’s Cathedral
Live Performance:
On March 19th, our Hendon
School performers will have
the fantastic opportunity to
read their poems in front of a
live audience at Saint Paul’s
Cathedral! They will be
cheered on by their four peers
and our accompanying
Senior Librarian.

Hendon School’s Young
City Poets Anthology:
During the second half-term,
each of our Young City Poets will
receive a custom-made
anthology book with every
poem they have submitted. We
want all of our participants to
feel celebrated for their amazing
work and to have a nice memory
of the experience to hold on to.  

Discover their poems at the end of
this newsletter! (Pages 6 - 14)
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GO ALL IN! 📚
The National Year of Reading
2026 is the biggest reading
campaign in a generation
designed to help more people
(re)discover the joy of reading
and make it part of their
everyday lives.
A Department for Education
initiative, in collaboration with
the National Literacy Trust, the
campaign aims to tackle the
profound decline in reading
enjoyment in the UK and
reconnect people of all ages
with reading as a relevant
and immediately rewarding
activity. 

⬇️ Discover and browse
resources on the NYOR
website to find out how you
can participate in the National
Year of Reading at home! 

At Hendon School Library, we are
very excited to take part in this
initiative! We will have a
multitude of activities, events,
author talks, competitions and
more lined up this year.
We want to make sure that all our
students feel they can access
books they have a genuine
interest for in our space. 

Welcome to 2026: The National
Year Of Reading!
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This year’s theme is “Go All In”,
meaning: “if you’re into it, read
into it!” Whatever our students’
interests may be, we’ll encourage
them to find a book on it!
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WeWonder: Protect Our Nature
The National Literacy Trust, in
partnership with Turner &
Townsend, are launching their
sixth National STEM Reading
Challenge! 🌳

KS2 and KS3 students are
tasked with learning about the
natural world around us and
“designing a local green
space which people can enjoy
and where nature can thrive”.
Exploring a range of
information and ideas, this
challenge not only encourages
reading for pleasure and
reading diversely, it supports 

disciplinary literacy by increased
engagement with non-fiction
texts.

In the Library, we prepared and
hosted a launch event for a
group of Year 7 Science
students, with a fun interactive
session, quiz, and group
brainstorming activities. 

We’re looking forward to
receiving the students’ ideas,
and submitting them for the
National Competition!🍃🍄✍️

⬇️ See resources for this
competition on the NLT website. 

Year 7 - STEM Reading
Challenge Launch
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“Bridging Generations”.
This is the theme for this year’s
Holocaust Memorial day. It is a
reminder that the responsibility
of remembrance doesn't end
with the survivors - it lives on
through their children, their
grandchildren and through all
of us. 🕯️

In our Library, we wanted to
ensure we encouraged our
students (and ourselves) to
engage actively with the past
to carry the knowledge of our
history forward.

This is why we had the honour
of welcoming a Year 7 form to
listen in on a conversation
between Holocaust survivor
Ruth Barnet and author Tom
Palmer on January 27th. 

Learning about our History
allows us to remember and
reflect on our current
challenges. We don’t just
preserve memory - we connect
it to the present, to stay
informed about human
catastrophes happening today. 

January 27th - Holocaust
Memorial Day
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YEAR 9 YOUNG CITY POETS -
DISCOVER THEIR POEMS
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